
Alec O'Hara's mighty mini MGFOX in action

The Autocar Handbook
A Guide to the Motor Car
6th Edition (about 1914)

Produced by the publishers of The Autocar
magazine, which appeared in 1895 and is
considered to be the first motoring
magazine.

The Handbook contains more than 300
pages of information for the motorist of the
day, including how the various
mechanical components of the motor car
work, how to drive, how to care for the
motor car and the laws pertaining to
owning and operating a motor car in the
UK.
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From the Branch Chairman

Hi, a short report from me this month. 
Just a reminder to mark your calendar with the clubs’ events over the next couple of
months. As we head into the silly season sometimes, they get forgotten about and then
clash with other priorities. It takes personal time and energy to organise these events and
the best way to reward the organisers it to come along and enjoy the outing. 

Happy motoring, take care and be safe. 

Graham Hodder

Farewell and Thank You

Last month the Committee received the resignation of Tony and Mryna Lane from the
Club. This resignation caused some discussion and we decided that we could not just
accept it without comment due to the great contribution that both Tony and Myrna have
made to this Branch.
Tony and Myrna joined the VCC at the beginning of 1986, but joined the Wairarapa branch
(I believe) in 2004 when they threw themselves into active participation of branch events.
Tony joined the committee, taking over the Treasurer’s role when Peter Chisholm passed
away, and Myrna joined with Rosemarie Hickland to do the Zenith.
In 2004 Tony and Myrna organised a 12-day Economy Trial to Cape Reinga and back, an
event covering 2000 miles. When they organised the same event in 2006 it was renamed
the Peter Chisholm Economy Trial.
Tony continued as Treasurer for the next twelve years, establishing a record – keeping
systems not only forthe finances, but the trophies, the Torque Hudson criteria, long-service
badges and club assets, In 2013, he was treasurer when the Club hosted the North Island
Easter Rally and then in 2014 he took over the Secretary’s duties when Paul Lamb
passed away suddenly.
Meanwhile, Myrna had stepped in and taken over the newsletter editorship, transforming it
into a monthly magazine printed and posted to members. This was funded by advertising
which covered the cost of production. In 2015 Myrna was the driving force behind the
winter games afternoons at the clubrooms and both she and Tony organised monthly
midweek runs to rural schools.
The Winter Wander was also a favourite of the Lanes – the club were treated to a variety
of locations and formats that always ended in a lunchstop at a suitable cafe or restaurant.
Myrna handed over the Zenith to Alec O’Hara in 2017 as both Tony and Myrna became
deeply involved in the organisation of the club’s 50thAnniversary celebration. After it was
over, both of them stepped out of the limelight, having given so much to the club
They were presented with their 35-year long service badges in 2021.
We wish them well for the future and thank them for their contribution to the club.

Tina Goodin

Myrna and Tony - pictured here as overall winners, 2020 Rex Porter Rally

RECENT  EVENTS

November Club Night
This month the starring car was the Hodder's 1914 Saxon. A good turnout of members
heard Graham provide an interesting and entertaining presentation about this particular
car, and the Saxon Car Company.
Manufactured in 1914, the car was sold through a Gisborne dealership about 1915, and in
1917 belonged to a Captain Salt who was stationed at the Featherston Military Camp.
Graham Hodder's great aunt Ida Hodder purchased the car from Captain Salt that year,
thus beginning more than a century of ownership by the Hodder family. Ida Hodder used
the car regularly until the Second World War when the car was put into storage because of
the unavailability of tyres. It briefly appeared in 1957 for the Featherston centenary
celebrations, before returning to storage for another 20 years. In 1989 Graham decided to
have a full restoration done on the car, and Nigel Weber of Dannevirke was engaged for
the job. Such was Nigel's enthusiasm, the 12 month project was completed in less than 4
months and the restored Saxon was driven back to Featherston without incident, and has
proven very reliable, appearing in various events over over the preceding 33 years.

The car has a four-cylinder side valve engine made by Continental rated at 12.1 HP or
1419 cc with a two speed and reverse inline transmission mounted on the rear axle banjo
housing.
The suspension is four quarter elliptic springs. 
The brakes are a rear drum type with contracting steel lined bands. The hand brake
operates internal expanding brakes on the same hub.
Maximum speed when new was 35 mph ( 56 km/h ) 
Normal cruising speed is 30 mph ( 48 km/h ) 
Fuel consumption when touring is 30 mpg ( 9.4 litres per 100 km )

2022 Targa South Island

Two Wairarapa Branch cars competed in the VCC Targa Time Trial at this event , Gina
Jones and Malcolm Fleming's MG MIdget (MGFOX), and Alec and Simon Ohara's 1979
Mini. These two cars were the smallest in the event.

MGFOX suffered a mechanical problem on the first day when a missing gearbox housing
bolt locked the car in third gear. Malcom and Gina had to forfeit a stage and 300 points
while the repairs were made, That effectively put them out of contention, although they
achieved good results for the remainder of the event.

Alec and Simon covered around 700 kilometers for the 2 day event, including
approximately 280 Kilometers of closed road special stages. 

The mini came in 13th overall with only 180 demerit points. Not bad for a small horse
power vehicle out of the 33 strong field. They also won the "Cutest Tin Can" award.

It was a great weekend that was enjoyed by all contestants, and highly recommended for
all VCC members to stick on the to-do list.
Next years Targa is already being organised and will have sections close to the Wairarapa
and Wellington regions, so put it in your calendars.

Upcoming Club Rallies and Events

Club Outings & Rallies.

Saturday 26th November
Welcome to our 39th Annual GMT which is as usual combined with the annual Motorcycle
Rally trophies.
This year the event covers all classes of machine.
Entrants are free to choose which route they wish to ride but please be aware the average
speed set for that route may differ from what they usually ride. The speeds set are not
negotiable.
Route instructions are basic with no fish hooks, no straight line navigation other than
'straight ahead rule applies' i.e. no crossing the centre line unless your instructions
request you to do so.
There are no closed road sections so riders must be aware of oncoming traffic at all times,
especially on narrow country roads.
Allow for wandering stock and high winds and as usual ignore all farm tracks and No Exit
roads.
 Headquarters is based at Clareville Showgrounds, Chester Road, Carterton.

PROGRAMME:
Saturday 26th
9.30am Morning tea and briefing
10.00 am First Entrant away
Lunch; will be user pays on route at venue. Petrol available at lunch stop.
Tea, Coffee and liquid refreshments will be available on completion of the rally at our
Clubrooms
6.30pm Drinks and Dinner followed by prize giving.
Held at the Wairarapa Services Club, Essex Street, Masterton Dinner will be user pays
from the Services Club Menu.
TRIAL RULES:
1 . This event is open to financial members of the VCC of NZ plus kindred motorcycle
clubs. VCC. members with non - eligible vehicles, and non club members with vehicles up
to 31 December 1991 are welcome to participate as guests and compete for the Classic
Class prizes.
2. Trophies awarded to VCC members only.
3 .All classes catered for.
4. All vehicles are expected to be in a clean and tidy state of presentation
5. Entrants must abide by the traffic regulations and VCC membership rules
6. The organizers reserve the right to disqualify any entrant, whose conduct is, in their
opinion, likely to bring discredit to the event, or to the club and their ruling regarding any
matters in respect of the running of the event will be final.
7. All entrants must complete an entry form
Enter Form online:  Click Here
Entry Fees: Can be paid by direct credit or funds transfer to;
Account No: 03-0687-0323649-01
Code: MC Trial Ref: Registration number 

Rally convener :
Kevin Sullivan 022 3778443
:kevsully52@gmail.com

Sunday 27th November
Mangatainoka Vintage Car Day
This year Wairarapa Branch are privileged to have been asked to once again organise the
Mangatainoka Motors Vintage and Classic Car Show at The Brewery on November 27th.
There are prizes a plenty, and  it’s a great opportunity to get together with the other local
groups.
Please come along, we would love to make it the biggest day ever. Earlier in the year, at
Japanese Day, there were 180 cars and over 500 spectators. It would be great if we could
beat this, and, weather permitting, I think we can.

Sunday 4th December
Groves Memorial Rally/ Mauriceville Fair
This will be a fun day with a short rally to take us out to the fair.
 Prizes for the best dressed, relating to the year of your vehicle.
The Clareville Clubrooms will be open from 9am, with first cars away after 9.30

Sunday 11th December
Club Christmas Lunch
12.30pm. at the Masterton Services Club. Masterton

Cost is $40 a head but reduced to $35 per person with a $5 subsidy from the raffle fund
Bring a donation for the Food Bank please.

NB: Val needs numbers by 30th of November
 If you are planning on coming let her know - 06 377 1236 or 027 957 7426.

Sunday 8th January
Coastal Run
Organised by Hugh Hunter
Details to come

Monday 6th February
Waitangi Day
Details to come

Sunday 12th February
Remembrance Rally
Organised by Pat Dutton
Details to come

Saturday 4th March
MARK IT ON YOUR CALENDERS!
Wairarapa VCC Grass Time Trial Gymkhana 

Masterton A & P showgrounds

Details to follow in future Zenith magazines

Saturday/Sunday 11/12th March
Rex Porter Rally
Details to come

Club Nights

Monday 5th December
7.30 at the clubrooms
The Car is the Star - Mike Blundell;s 1925 Cadillac
Followed by noggfin and natter,
BYO noggin and something for supper, tea and coffee provided.

The Way Things Were
Some curiosities from the archives

From an early NZ motoring publication (courtesy Graham Hodder)

In 1917 a convoy of 33 cars and 130 hardy souls set off on a tour of the "Winterless
North". There was not much sun, but plenty of mud and aching muscles.

There are 23 men on the end of that rope
And a deeply bogged car on the other

When they get it up to the top of the hill
They'll all need a week to recover

I thought I'd just add a bit more to the speed
But now the scrub we're beginning to cut
For we have, I regret, an immediate need

To get out of this whopping great rut

Dipping into the Handbook provides interesting insight into motoring and motorists of more
than 100 years ago.

For example, from the Care & Management chapter, Cleaning the Car:
This sounds easy, but it requires practice, and any assistance from a groom or coachman
is welcome.The owner-driver who looks after his own car will find that the washing and
cleaning becomes rather a trouble. To avoid this, and if a man is not available, it is
advisable to have the car painted a light grey or some other dust colour. The dust will not
show on the car and it can be cleaned in instalments.

Also in the same chapter under the heading Lubrication, this useful paragraph:
While it is bad economy to stint the lubricating oil, it is a very common fault to overfill the
crankcase. This is not only wasteful, but tends to foul the engine and sparking plugs.
Further, it has a prejudicial effect in creating a cloud of evil blue smoke. The driver should
keep a look-out to see he is not polluting the atmosphere and bringing motoring into evil
repute.

This list, under the heading:  
Accessories, Tools and Spares, to be taken on Ordinary Runs:
Accumulator (spare), Aprons and rugs, Burner for acetylene lamp, Carbide, Contact
breaker, blade and screw, Engine valve and valve spring, Files, Gauges for setting
magneto, contact and sparking plug gaps, Grease and injector, Hammer, Hand vice, Horn,
Inner tubes (two) Insulating tape, Jack, Lamps, Magneto platinum contacts and brushes,
Nuts, bolts and washers (various), Oils (Paraffin and cylinder) and oil cans (two), Petrol in
spare tin ( two gallons), Pliers (large and small), Screwdrivers (large and small), spanners
(box and tubular) to fit all nuts, Spare wheel complete with inflated tyre, Sparking plugs
and washers, Split pins, Spring washers, Straps, Twine and cord, Tyre inflator, Tyre levers,
Tyre repair outfit, Tyre valve parts, Voltmeter (if batteries carried), Wire - copper 16g, iron
20g and 30g, and high tension and low tension insulated wire, Wrenches (large and small)

And if one is setting off on a Long Run, the following should be added to the above:
Brass polish, Cleaning brushes,gloves, leathers, cloths and waste, Extra spare wheel and
tyre, Foot muffs (for winter use), Hack saw and blades, Lamp parts, Maps and road books,
Overalls, Tin of engine oil, Tremble for coil, Vulcaniser.

NZ Federation of Motoring Clubs Information

NZFOMC is an umbrella organisation representing over 120 Motoring Clubs in NZ including
VCC, Motor Caravan Association and may others. It represents more than 140,411 members
in individual clubs, who own more than 121,167 vehicles. Its primary role is interfacing with
Regulatory Authorities and in particular, the Ministry of Transport and NZ Transport Agency.

The Federation publishes a newsletter twice a year, which can be found on their website:
www.fomc.nz/newsletters/

The most recent in September has an article about the maintaining supplies of compatible
fuel for classic vehicles, and information from the AGM

Events Calendar for 2022

Your committee has prepared a calendar of all club events planned for the coming year. 
As things sometimes change, the most up to date version can be downloaded from the club
website here
Printed copies will be available at Club nights

Other Events

Entry Form on our Website
Click Here

19th November 2022
CHB VCC Annual Veteran Rally
The Central Hawke’s Bay Branch of the Vintage Car Club Annual Veteran Rally this year will
be based in Dannevirke which is about 70 km south of Waipukurau and about 50 km from
Palmerston North.
Entrants will gather for a BBQ at 117b Miller St from about 5:30pm on the Friday evening
which is where trailers may be left.

Entry Form and details on our website
Click Here

Carterton Annual Christmas Parade
1pm Saturday
26th November 2022 

Coral Aitchison – Float Coordinator  coralnz@xtra.co.nz 06 379 5926
YEAR’S THEME IS “SANTA’S WORKSHOP” 
It’s that time of year again!!!
Time to start planning for the Rotary Club of Carterton’s 22nd Annual Christmas Parade at 1
pm on Saturday 26 th November 2022.
Please note the later start time.
Floats to assemble along Belvedere Road (entry from Lincoln Road / Taverner Street). At
noon.
The Parade will travel up Belvedere Road, turning right on to High Street, finishing at Wakelin
Street.
Prize Giving will take place in Carrington Park at the Band Rotunda after the Parade finishes
– there are three categories:
 Business
 Non- Business (sports teams, dance groups, neighbourhood groups etc)
 Schools, Pre-schools, Day-Care, Sunday Schools
Great prizes up for grabs in all categories!
Get creative with this year’s theme … “Santa’s Workshop” … and WOW the Judges and the
Community!
We truly appreciate your ongoing support, and it will be great after this year’s Covid
lockdowns to really celebrate Wairarapa’s BEST Christmas Parade!
To enter please advise Coral at coralnz@xtra.co.nz

Saturday 10th December 2022
Lake Ferry Excursion

2022 marks the 42nd anniversary of the annual Lake Ferry Excursion, organised by the
Sunbeam Car Club of NZ (Wellington).

To make sure everyone has this date down early to save conflicts with other events, the Lake

Ferry Excursion is always the 2nd Saturday in December. This year that makes it the

10th of December.

As always, we meet at the Fell Museum at 11am for an 11.30 departure from Featherston to
Lake Ferry, where we meet to talk over lunch – or wander across to the Lake Ferry Hotel for a
pub meal. Please note that we meet at the big oak tree outside the Fell Museum at 11.20
for a driver’s briefing.

If you are not the right person in your car club to receive this email, can you please forward it
on to the correct person. Also, please feel free to send this on to anyone in other car clubs
you think might be interested. We welcome all car club along on the day. We also welcome
people who don’t belong to a car club. The day is about driving classic cars and meeting and
talking to other enthusiasts – it isn’t about belonging to a car club. We also welcome classic
and vintage motorcycles.

The hotel at Lake Ferry has confirmed they will be open and will have food available, or you
can bring your own picnic lunch.

We are also inviting and welcome all car clubs from Manawatu and Wairarapa.

Kind regards

Fred AlvrezSunbeam Car Club of New Zealand, Wellington Branch--

Fred Alvrez
Managing Editor/Senior Motoring Journalist
DriveLife Limited | www.drivelife.co.nz
Secretary, New Zealand Motoring Writers' Guild
M: 021 179 5500
E: fredalvrez@drivelife.co.nz

National Motorcycle Rally
3 February - 6 February 2023
Hosted by the Southland Branch
Details:    https://www.sporty.co.nz/nationalmotorcyclerally

Art Deco Festival
Napier

16-19 February 2023
https://artdecofestival.co.nz/

Offers to Members

Bluebridge and Interislander Specials 
Both Bluebridge and Interislander are offering special prices for VCC members. Details
can be found on our website:  Click Here

Classic Tyres
Hamilton based Tyreline can provide access to a full range of Michelin tyres
More information and catalogue on our website Click Here

Market Place - Buy, Sell or Swap
If you want to advertise something here, send an email to: editorwaivcc@gmail.com

FOR SALE

SCA metric set - socket sizes from 4mm to 19mm, pliers, hacksaw, hammer vice
grips, wire cutters   

Sidchrome sockets AF 7/16” to 1”and 1/16”and Whitworth 3/16” to 5/8” and spark
plug socket 13/16” 

S & K sockets long and short shanks  3/8” to ¾”, 15/16” spark plug, elbow sockets
7/16” to 11/16”  

Metric socket set short shanks 6mm to 22mm, long shanks 16mm to 20mm 

Mixed set metric and imperial sockets  4mm to 19mm and 3/16” to ¾” 

Asking $50.00 for each of these. 

6 Drawer mobile tool cabinet complete with a variety of spanners, pliers, screw
drivers and other items

$500.00 the lot. 

Open to negotiation on all items. 
Phone Tony Lane (06) 3773064.

FOR SALE

An unusual car, a split-screen 1955 Morris Minor 1000. 
Garaged for some years. 
Tidy condition with excellent interior. Body appears sound and paint (blue) looks like it
would clean up well. Last WoF label is dated 2002. 
Was driven into a shed and remains there. 
Consensus at a club night  was that an offer over $5000 would be considered.

 Phone (06) 377-3097

ATLAS AUTO SERVICES

Open Saturdays for WOF inspections on old cars, by appointment.
Located in Featherston 

Contact Aaron Webster (Wairarapa Branch member)

PH 021 0853 0341

EMAIL aaron@atlasclassic.co.nz

VINTAGE AND CLASSIC CARS

For Rent - Secure Storage Shed Space

Indoor or outdoor storage.

Long or short term rental available.

Discounts for long term and  VCC members.

Access flexible and by arrangement.

Car, boat, caravan, campervan, farm machinery, etc. No household  goods.

Have a look at Trade Me Listing #3332441379 for indicative prices.
Phone Paul on 021-252-0409 with any queries.

The Wairarapa Branch Spare Parts Shed is open on the 3rd Saturday of the month from
9.30am to 12 noon, and the first Tuesday in the month from 9am to 12 noon,
Come down to the clubrooms, join Frank, Barry and Jeff for yarn and a cuppa. You might
also find the bit you have been looking for. 
You can also contact Frank for an appointment outside these hours: 06 379 7167

Wairarapa Branch of the Vintage Car Club of New Zealand

Clubrooms: A&P Showgrounds, Chester Road, Clareville
Postal Address: PO Box 7, Masterton 5840 Branch
Website: www.sporty.co.nz/wairarapavcc
Club Night: First Monday of the month (except January) and June (second Monday) at
7.30pm.
Spare Parts: Open each Tuesday morning following club night and the 3rd Saturday in
the month 9.30am -12 noon. Committee meet: Second Tuesday of each month at 7.30pm

2022/23 Committee and Office Holders
Chairperson: Graham Hodder - 06 308 9087 027 226 3738, g_jhodder@xtra.co.nz
Secretary: Mike D’Alton - 021 137 2395, secretarywvcc@yahoo.com
Treasurer : Kevin Sullivan - 022 377 8443, kevsully52@gmail.com
Club Captain: Hugh Hunter - 06 306 9847, j.h.hunter@xtra.co.nz
Publications & Newsletter Editor: Chris Giles - 021 433 995, chris.giles64@gmail.co.nz
Social Convenor: Val Ball - 06 377 1236, wtakevin@xtra.co.nz
Librarian: Pat Dutton - 06 379 7918, betyjo29@gmail.com
Spares:  Frank Lipinski - 06 379 7167
Motorcycle Liaison: Kevin Sullivan - 022 377 8443, kevsully52@gmail.com
Custodians: Dave Patten - 06 306 9006, dave.patten28@gmail.co; & Kevin Sullivan 
Jim Laird - 0274 412 659, jim.laird@wise.net.nz
Simon O'Hara - 021 141 2332, simonsandieohara@gmail.com

Beaded Wheels Scribe - Kevin Ball - wtakevin@xtra.co.nz - 06 377 1236

Spares
Frank Lipinski - 06 379 7167
Barry Wells - ljandbjwells@gmail.com - 06 377 1152
Jeff Percy - j.percy@xtra.co.nz - 06 377 4622
Vehicle Inspectors
Francis Pointon - pointonmotors@xtra.co.nz - 06 378 6710
Graham Reidy - g-a.reidy@xtra.co.nz - 06 372 7855
Hugh Hunter - j.h.hunter@xtra.co.nz - 06 306 9847

© 2022 Wairarapa Branch Vintage Car Club
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